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Notes

Chapter 2
1 Schetelig, p 15.

Chapter 3
1. Seed pattern is the English expression commonly used by 
labyrinthologists. Bo Stjernström has introduced another word 
in Swedish: basfigur (basic figure) which I have used in the 
Swedish version of this book (Stjernström 1982, p 10).
2. Nordström, Simon, 1885. Nordisk familjebok, volume 9, p 
476.
3. Lundén 1997, p 28.
4. Erland Hofsten, Värmlands historia och Beskrifning, 
Celsiska Samlingen 97, Handskrift S99, Uppsala University 
Library.
5. Inventory report 1921 by K E Sahlström, ATA.
6. EU 1311, 1930.
7. It is not clear where Aspelin got these two terms, but a good 
guess is that he picked up the terms “simple labyrinth” and 
“double labyrinth” in Malax, his home parish. He has obvious-
ly seen the labyrinths on Storskär in Malax and he mentions 
that a fisherman described a labyrinth of simple angle-type 
there (Aspelin 1877a, p 161).

Chapter 4
1. My review is mainly based on: Lundén 1996, Saward 1999 
and 2003, Kern 2000. References are generally only given 
when other sources are cited.
2. Saward, J & Saward, K, 2005, p 5.
3. Hermann Kern (2000) dates it to around 620 BC. Staffan 
Lundén (1996) discusses several researchers’ dates: Simone: 
650-600 (p 119), Sichtermann: the last decades of the 7th 
century (p 351, nr 1528), Christofani: 650-630 (p 107) and 
Colonna: 660-630 (pp 637-672, p 654 fig 7 nr 21 and p 659). 
Lundén himself chooses the interval 650-600 BC. Jeff Saward 
(2003) states 660-630 BC, but two years later he has joined 
Lundén’s dating (Saward, J & Saward, K 2005, p 9).
4. Campos, p 22.
5. Fábergas Valcarce & Rodríguez-Rellán.
6. Meijide Cameselle, p 4.
7. Lundén relies on numismatic research by George le Rider 
(1966, p 4), J-N Svoronos (1890) and A Jackson (1971).  
Hermann Kern and several other labyrinth researchers have 
instead relied on W Wroth’s older chronology of the Cretan 
coins (1886). In the new edition of Kern’s book Through the 
Labyrinth (2000) the old chronology is still in place. But Jeff 
Saward adopts the revised chronology in his book Labyrinths 
and Mazes (2003).
8. Saward 2006a, p 4.
9. Collins.
10. Berndt, p 104 and Roller 2009.
11. Papadopoulou.

12. Shukriu.
13. Lundén, Staffan. “The labyrinth” in the round building at 
Epidauros. Seminary paper. Probably 1991.
14. Pliny, book 36, chapter 19: “...non - ut in pavimentis 
puerorumve ludicris campestribus videmus - brevi lacinia 
milia passuum plura ambulationis continentem...”
15. Interpretations of these lines have varied. Bostock and 
Riley (1857) thought that Pliny was referring to labyrinths like 
the hedge maze at Hampton Court in England, while Eichholz 
(1962) thought that the text referred to the Roman equestrian 
game Lusus Troiae. Michael Behrend prefers an interpretation 
by Philemon Holland (1552-1637) which probably captures 
quite well what Pliny meant and also gives a vivid picture of 
how turf labyrinths were perceived in England around 1600: 
“mazes which are drawne upon the pavement and plain floore 
of a field, such as we commonly see serve to make sports and 
pastime among boies, that is to say, which within a little com-
pass and round border comprehend many miles” (Behrend, 
1996, p 22).
16. Langner, nr 148, 152, 156, 157, 158, 159.

Chapter 5 
1. In the Florence Archaeological Museum there is a ceramic 
plate with two seed patterns of double angle-type. It was found 
in a tomb at the ancient city of Kamyros in Rhodes and dates 
from 600-575 BC (Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Firenze, 
nr. 78994). In a museum in Cyprus I have found a similar and 
better preserved ceramic plate with a seed pattern of double 
angle-type, which I suspect dates from about the same time, 
i.e. the 6th century BC.
2. Fragment of a Greek terracotta sarcophagus from the 
ancient city of Klazomenai, west of Izmir in Turkey, 525-500 
BC (Glyptotek, Copenhagen, nr IN 1512 b).
3. Schuster/Carpenter, p 430.
4. Papadopoulou, note 28.
5. Schuster/Carpenter, p 430.
6. Gimbutas 1982, p 131.

Chapter 6
1. Pliny, book 36, chapter 19.
2. Kern 2000, p 57.
3. Rosén, p 17 and Brommer, p X.

Chapter 7
1. Kern 2000, p 78.
2. Rosén, p 7.
3. Wikander, p 209.
4. Olsson Söderhäll, p 20 and 25.
5. Giglioli.
6. Situla di Plikasna, inv. n. 2594, Archivo Fotografico del 
Museo Archeologica Nazionale di Firenze.
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Chapter 8
1. My review is mainly based on Daszewski 1977, Kraft 
1985b, Kern 2000 and Saward 2003. References are generally 
only given when other sources are cited.
2. Wind, p 28.
3. Wind, p 28.
4. Kraft 1985, p 85.
5. Lundén & Kraft 1997, p 13.
6. Lundén 2004, p 7.
7. Wind, p 141.
8. Phillips.

Chapter 9
1. Lundén 2003, p 10.
2. Kern 2000, p 88.
3. Lundén 2003, p 6, Saward 2003, p 84 and Judge-Mulhall    
p 89.
4. Kern 2000, p 72 and Saward 2003, p 84.
5. Ovtjarov.

Chapter 10
1. My review is mainly based on Schuster/Carpenter 1988, 
Kern 2000 and Saward 2003. Jeff Saward has also been kind 
enough to give me access to an updated catalogue and a text 
that he has compiled for a future book. It contains information 
on several recently reported labyrinths. As a rule, references 
are only given when other sources are cited.
2. Singh.
3. Wanke, p 35.
4. Notes & Queries, Caerdroia Nr 47, 2018, p 55. 
5. Scerrato, p 21.
6. Kern 2000, p 287.
7. Lundén 1993, p 13.
8. Murugan 2016, p 52.
9. Murugan 2015, p 56.
10. Patil & Sabale.
11. Kürvers 2006b, p 38.
12. Kürvers 2006b, p 49.
13. Kern 2000, p 289.
14. Lundén 1993, p 18.
15. Lundén 1993, p 17.
16. Louët & Geoffrion 2016, p 15, notes 26-30 and note 34. 
17. Aarsleff.
18. Kraft 2005, p 57.
19. Kern 1982, p 436.

Chapter 11
1. Miller, p 44.
2. Markovin, p 149.
3. Miller, p 46.
4. Dumezil 1930, p 1 and 151. 

Chapter 12
1. My review is mainly based on Kern 2000 and Jill Geoffrion 
& Alain Louёt 2010, 2015, 2016, 2020 and 2021, as well as 
a number of other scholars who have discussed labyrinths 
in manuscripts and churches in Western Europe: Edward 
Trollope (1858), Wilhelm Meyer 1882, Wolfgang Haubrichs 
(1969 and 1980), Helmut Birkhan 1971 and 1976, Werner 
Batschelet-Massini 1973 and 1978, Penelope Reed Doob 
1990.
2. Shelton 2016, p 36.
3. Kern 2000, nrs. 220, 180 and 194 and Louët & Geoffrion 
2016, p 15.

4. Kern 2000, nrs 222, 238 and 249.
5. Kern 2000, nrs 176 and 190.
6. Kern 2000, p 158.
7. Geoffrion & Louёt 2021, p 21.
8. Kern 2000, nrs. 227, 225, 229 and 232.
9. Kern 2000, nrs 228 and 230.
10. Kern 2000, nrs 226, 231, 221 and 233.
11. Kern 2000, nr 202.
12. Yaari, p 179. Tryggve Kronholm has been kind enough to 
translate Yaari’s Hebrew text into Swedish for me.
13. Kern 2000, nrs 220, 222 and 223-224.
14. Kern 2000, nr 225.
15. “URBS IERICHO LUNE FUIT ASSIMILATA FIGURE.”
16. Tryggve Kronholm, who translated Yaari’s paper for me, 
then put forward the idea that the Hebrew word for moon, 
which is jareah, may have sounded so similar to Jericho that it 
might explain the text where it is stated that the city of Jericho 
had a moon-like shape. More or less the same explanation has 
been put forward by Hermann Kern (Kern 2000, p 128).
17. Boethius: De consolatione philosophiæ.
18. Kern 2000, nr 213.
19. Kern 2000, nr 233 and Wind, p 97.
20. Wind, p 69.
21. Kern 2000, nr 234.
22. Kern 2000, nr 226.
23. Kern 2000, p 105, 110, 126 and 130.
24: Geoffrion & Louët 2015 and 2020.
25. Kern 2000, p 141.
26. Craig Wright, p73 and 223.
27. Doob, p 192.
28. Matthews, p 156: ‘...fut nommé Labarinte et aujourduy par 
moultz est vulguelmant appelé le cipté de Troie’. Matthews 
states that the quote was taken from a French manuscript in 
the British Museum.
29. Kern 2000, nr 315-556.
30. Kern 2000, nrs 332 and 350.
.

Chapter 13
1 My review of the church labyrinths on the continent is 
essentially based on Kern 2000 and Saward 2003. References 
are generally only given when other sources are cited.
2. Saward 2003, p 21.
3. Saward 2009, p 54.
4. Pavat 2013.
5. Wallet, p 99 and Kern 2000, p 148 and chapter VIII note 69.
6. Juaristi & Gogeascoechea, p 14.
7. Kern 2000, nr 189.
8. Saward 2017, p 4.
9. Kern 2000, p 148.
10. Saward 2016, p 51.
11. Louët & Geoffrion, 2015, p 59.
12. Kern 2000, p 164.
13. Saward 2000, p 54.
14. Pavat 2014, p 52.
15. Ziccardi, p 57.
16. Pavat 2019.
17. Soreto, p 13.
18. Saward 2003, p 84.
19. Kern 2000, nr 238.
20. Kern 2000, nr 249 and Geoffrion & Louët 2021, p 20.
21. The ancient hill fort at Formigueiros in north-west Spain 
contains a carved figure that is probably of double angle-type, 
although some details are unclear. The labyrinth may be 
from the first century AD or possibly slightly older (Meijide 
Cameselle, p 4). Four difficult to date labyrinth carvings, 
found at Lucillo near Astorga in north-western Spain, are in-
distinct but two of them have eleven or twelve walls (Campos, 
p 22).
22. Plassmann, p 289 and Jeff & Deb Saward 1983, p 20.
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Chapter 14
1. My review is essentially based on Kern 2000 and Saward 
2003. References are generally only given when other sources 
are cited.
2. Matthews, p 129.

Chapter 15
1. Kern 2000, nrs 182, 189, 194, 198, 235 and Louët & 
Geoffrion 2016, p 15.
2. Kern 2000, nrs 176 and 235.
3. Kern 2000, nrs 220 and 222 and Geoffrion & Louët 2021, 
p 20.
4. Kern 2000, nrs 225 and 227 and Geoffrion & Louët 2021, 
p 21.
5. Lundén 1996, p 29. 

Chapter 16
1. My review of the continental turf labyrinths is essentially 
based on Kern 2000 and Saward 2003. References are general-
ly only given when other sources are cited. 
2. Kennedy 2017, p 43.
3. Goulstone, p 54.
4. Hunke, p 8.
5. Pliny, book 36, chapter 19.

Chapter 17
1. My review of continental turf labyrinths is essentially based 
on Jeff Saward’s additions in Kern 2000 and Saward 2003. 
As a rule, references are only given when other sources are 
cited. Hermann Kern, who worked in Munich, curiously does 
not mention anything about the turf labyrinths in his native 
Germany or in Poland in his otherwise commendably detailed 
book.
2. e.g. Ernst Krause, 1893. Die Trojaburgen Nord-Europas.
3. Jeff & Deb Saward 1987a, p 30. The stone labyrinth was 
laid in 1940 by Professor Friedrich Langewiesche, founder 
and former director of the museum.
4. Kraft 1983c, p 11 and Kraft 1984a, p 11.
5. Hunke, p 14.
6. Magdalinski, Sieber 1927, p 5 and Sieber 1936, p 83. 
7. Krüger, p 16.
8. Shelton 2015, p 5. 
9. Grimm, p 178.

Chapter 18
1. My review of the turf labyrinths of the British Isles is 
essentially based on Kern 2000 and Saward 2003. References 
are generally only given when other sources are cited.
2. Kern 2000, nrs 257 and 279 and Saward 2009, p 54.
3. Kennedy 2017, p 32.
4. Kennedy 2017, p 43.
5. Schuster/Carpenter 1988, p 266 and 382.
6. Behrend 1984, p 4 and 1996 p 18.
7. Saward 1982, p 35 and Saward 2003, p 127.
8. When Saward wrote a more comprehensive article in 2012, 
touching on most of what is known about the labyrinth at 
Saffron Walden, he omitted the story of the young woman at 
the centre of the turf figure. In a footnote he writes that several 
authors have mentioned the traditions of beer drinking but that 
this information cannot be substantiated (Saward, 2012, p 9). 
In response to my question, he explained in a letter to me in 
2017, that in the 1982 article he was essentially quoting data 
from an unpublished manuscript prepared by the local mayor 
after the restoration of the labyrinth in 1979. Saward’s more 
critical review 30 years later revealed that there was much that 
was probably just a hodgepodge of half-remembered stories 
retold by the locals of late. So, he left them out.

9. Trollope, p 220.
10. Kern 2000, p 148 and Chapter VIII, note 70.
11. Wall, p 22.
12. Behrend 1982, p 22.
13. Bord, p 49.
14. Doob, p 113.
15. Kennedy 2017, p 53 and 74.
16. Saward 1985, p 7.
17. Barker, p 9.
18. Kern 1982, p 243.

Chapter 19
1. Knudsen, p 205.
2. My review of the turf labyrinths in southern Scandinavia is 
essentially based on my papers Turf Labyrinths in Southern 
Scandinavia (Kraft 1984b) and Labyrintnamn – från Troja till 
Trelleborg (Kraft 1986a). References are generally only given 
when other sources are cited.
3. Brusewitz, p 10.
4. Kraft 1979, p 14 and report by J Kraft 9 July 1978, ATA.
5. Ursin, p 6.
6. Thordrup 2002, p 100.
7. Kraft 1984b, p 17.
8. Kraft 1986a, p 54.

Chapter 22
1. Mizin 2015, p 23.
2. 1980 letter to me from Gunnar Fritzell, former county 
archivist at Visby.
3. Oral information from Erling Andersson at Järsö, Lemland.
4. With one exception, a 1720s stone labyrinth on the island of 
St Agnes in the Isles of Scilly, off Cornwall.
5. Olavius, p 187.
6. Kålund, p 415.
7. Jónsson, p 21.
8. Lindälv, p 294.
9. Veckotidningen Allers nr 31, 5 August 1979, p 64-65.
10. Sørgård, p 76.
11. Gurina 1957, p 346.
12. Mizin 2014, p 28 and Durylin 1913, p 47.
13. Mizin 2018, p 29.
14. Kraft 1983a, p 78.
15. 1976 letter to me from Johan A Udde.
16. Boberg, p 35.
17. Pliny, book 36, chapter 19.

Chapter 23
1. Varenius, p 49.
2. Westerdahl 2016, p 92.
3. R Sjöberg 1996a, p 16.
4. R Sjöberg 1996b, p 101.

Chapter 24
1. Meyer, p 297 and Figure 11. 
2. Stjernström 1989, p 108.
3. Aspelin 1877a, p 159.
4. Munch-Petersen.
5. Schuster/Carpenter 1988, p 346, Saward 1998, p 58 and 
Jónson.
6. Geoffrion & Louёt 2021, p 13. 
7. Dumurkhil, Chuvek and a village that Khan-Magomedov 
could not locate.
8. Kahn-Magomedov.
9. Patil & Sabale, p 5.
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10. Magdalinski, p 200 and Massmann, p 9.
11. Leonhardt, p 66.
12. May 2019.
13. May 2019.
14. Kraft & Selirand 1990 and Mizin 2019.
15. Information provided to me in a letter of 17 July 1979 
from Erling Matz, curator of the National Maritime Museum 
in Stockholm. 

Chapter 25
1. Sørgård, p 42.
2. Sørgård, p 30.
3. Tallgren 1938, p 18, Thomas Rosenberg has kindly translat-
ed this text into Swedish for me.
4. E-mail to me from Vyacheslav Mizin in 2018.
5. Kuratov 1973, p 62 and Kuratov 1978, p 85.
6. Mizin 2020.
7. Sørgård, p 15.
8. Mizin, 2018.
9. Sørgård, p 16.
10. Sørgård, p 15 and 29.
11. Mizin 2015, p 27.
12. Mizin 2015, p 28.
13. In a 2007 paper, Åse Sørgård made a thorough review of 
the labyrinths along the Arctic coast. She has also given an 
account of the debate on both the Norwegian and Russian 
sides. My summary of the scientists’ positions is largely based 
on her review but also on Vyacheslav Mizin’s summaries in 
2014 and 2015.
14. Olsen 1991, p 53.
15. Sørgård, p 121.
16. Mizin 2015, p 23.
17. Mizin 2015, p 23.

Chapter 26
1. R Sjöberg 1996a, p 17.
2. Tingsplatserna vid Anundshög del 3, Rapport 2020:62, 
Stiftelsen Kulturmiljövård (Matthias Bäck, Kristina Jonsson, 
Marta Lindeberg och Alexandra Sanmark) Västerås. 

Chapter 27
1. Wessén.
2. Wessén.
3. Kraft 1999, p 7 and Kraft 2015, p 109.
4. Indebetou 1874, p 2.
5. Boström, p 9.
6. Rannsakningar efter antikviteter II:1, p 299. 
7. Manuscript Ff 10, a collection of short notes by Johan 
Hadorph, Royal Library, Stockholm.
8. Rudbeck II, p 432.

Chapter 28
1. R Sjöberg 1996a, p 16.
2. Stjernström 1981, p 137.
3. Saward 1990 and 2018.
4. EU 5195, 1933.
5. Kraft 1978, p 125.
6. The labyrinths on Gotland have been discussed in detail by 
me in an article in 1983 (Kraft 1983a).
7. Kraft 2018, p 35.
8. Larsson.
9. Aftonbladet 29.8. 2001

Chapter 29
1. Westerdahl 2016, p 126.

Chapter 30
1. This chapter is mainly based on the information in 
Appendix 10.

Chapter 31
1. This chapter is mainly based on the information in 
Appendix 11. As a rule, references are given only when other 
sources are cited.
2. Swärd.
3. Westerdahl 2016, p 59.
4. Stigell, p 82.
5. Kaspersen, p 224. 

Chapter 32
1. P.A. Säve writes in a marginal note that two “Trojeborgar” 
were built near the school building by the school teacher Joh. 
Pet. Nordin “for the pleasure of the schoolchildren” (P.A. 
Säve, R 623:1, p 74. Manuscript, Uppsala University Library). 
In another manuscript by Säve there is a sketch of the two lab-
yrinths in Hejnum (to the left) and the statement that they were 
drawn in 1870 (P.A. Säve, Guta Ord 1868-1870, R 625:9, p 
178. Manuscript, Uppsala University Library). One figure is of 
simple angle-type with eight walls. The other figure, however, 
is unprecedented elsewhere in the Nordic countries. My sketch 
to the right shows that it should have been constructed from 
a centre cross with four dots but only two angles. Obviously, 
this is a variant of the seljord-type. In the 1940 inventory, the 
former labyrinth had disappeared. My visit to the site in 1980 
revealed that the seljord-type labyrinth had been extended with 
two extra stone walls compared to the 1870 drawing. Stones 
from the removed labyrinth may have been used to build the 
expanded stone figure.

Chapter 33
1. Kraft & Selirand, p 33.

Chapter 34
1. This chapter is mainly based on the information in 
Appendix 13. As a rule, references are only given when other 
sources are cited.
2. Matz, p 179.
3. Castrén 1894, p 255 and 236.
4. Bäcksbacka, p. 65.
5. Kraft 2003, p 58.
6. Plassmann, pp. 289 and Jeff & Deb Saward 1983, p 20.
7. Kraft 1982a, p 99.
8. Lundén 1993 and 1997.
9. Kern 2000, p 288.

Chapter 35
1. Chapters 35-37 are mainly based on Appendices 15-21. 
References are as a rule only given when other sources are 
cited. Those who wish to delve deeper into the material can 
find a great deal in my rather detailed article 1986 and in 
Gunnar Knudsen’s 1948 catalogue of the Danish names.
2. Freudenthal, p 67.
3. Sørgård, p 18.
4. Svenska fornminnesföreningens tidskrift 1875-77, p 229 
and Svenska Dagbladet 5.9. 1889.

Chapter 36
1. Sørensen, p 5.
2. Strøm, p 261.
3. Vibe, p 259.
4. Marstrander, p 143.
5. Jens Kraft, p 538.
6. Knudsen, p 204.
7. Nyman, p 223.
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8. Kraft 1986a, p 47.
9. Dybeck 1865.

Chapter 37
1. This chapter is mainly based on the information in 
Appendix 17. As a rule, references are given only when other 
sources are cited.
2. This term has been suggested by Per Vikstrand, 2007. 

Chapter 38
1. Olofsson, p 140.
2. Holmbäck-Wessén, p LIII.
3. Olofsson, p 160.
4. R Sjöberg 1996a, p 16.
5. Aspelin 1877a.

Chapter 39
1. EU 16031, 1940.
2. EU 17229, 1941.
3. EU 24619, 1943 and Hilding Svensson’s report after the 
restoration of the labyrinth 4.10. 1930, ATA. Also, an unsigned 
article in Elfsborgs Läns Tidning 11.6. 1932 and a short article 
in Svenska Dagbladet 22.11.1930.
4. Ljungström 1865, p 82.
5. Folkminnen och folktankar, 1918, p 158a and the signature 
“Klas” in Borås Tidning, 1930, date unknown.
6. Uino, p 338 and a report by Emil Elenius 13. 11. 1919, 
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7. EU 6847, 1934.
8. Saward 2018, p 40.
9. Roberts 2015, p 4.
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in 1716, has been illustrated in a later edition in 1865 with a 
drawing of a labyrinth figure of simple angle-type with a few 
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figure (e-mail from Jeff Saward to me in 2019).
11. Venables, p 96.
12. Gomme, p 310.
13. Strøm, p 261.
14. Sørensen, p 5 and Jan-Erik Mo.
15. Kern 2000, p 128.
16. Kern 2000, p 289.
17. Kennedy 2018, p 9-14.

Chapter 40
1. Freudenthal, p 67.
2. Aspelin, 1877a, p 161 and 1877b, p 440.
3. Klockars, p 31.
4. Tallgren 1938, p 18. This translation into Swedish is made 
by Thomas Rosenberg. Staffan Lundén has found a translation 
into Swedish of the same text in the surviving collections of 
the Swedish folklorist John Granlund in the Folkminnesarkivet 
in Stockholm (Lundén 1990, p 24). 
5. IF 1984/11:24. Meta Sahlström reproduces a shorter version 
(2018, p 56), where the pilot’s wife’s story is missing. The 
difference is that she quotes the online fair copy in the archive, 
while I reproduce the original, handwritten report that I got 
access to in the form of photostatic copies shortly after the 
investigation in 1984. I do not understand why such an inter-
esting part of the report was omitted from the original version.
6. Rancken, p 29.
7. Westerdahl 2016, p 110.
8. Westerdahl 2016, p 66 and 109.
9. Oral information 1980 to me from Peter Gustafsson at 
Skellefteå museum who heard this story in October 1979. The 
same information was also reported by the journalist and laby-
rinth researcher Kurt Boberg 1980, p 37 and in Västerbottens-
Kuriren 26.4. 1980.
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