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Editorial - Caerdroia 4

[

Jeff Saward, Thundersleyjuy 2077

Welcome to the 4™ edition of Caerdroia, slightly delayed by real life making more urgent
demands on my time, but normal service has now been resumadd publication is now
finally completed. This edition has something of a Scandinavian flavour, with several articles
looking at the labyrinths, old and nev, in Northern Europe, a review of lesseknown
labyrinth writing and the last in a series of mathematical studies of symmetrical labyrinths

Another project, long promised and now finally taking shapes the new Labyrinthosand
Caerdroia website 8 www.labyrinthos.netd now online with a wealth of new material,
including a wide selection of downloadable PDF files of commonly requested articles from
old out-of-print editions of Caerdroia, and more recent editions as well. More will be added
over the coming months asime allows andthe pages of the website become fully populated
The new photo library pages will especially showcase the phat@aphs, prints, artefacts and
other archival material in our extensive collection, accumulated over the last 40 years.

Our next edition, Caerdroia 47, is scheduled for publication inspring 2018. As alwaysjf you
have a paper or shorter article you wish to submit for inclusion in the next edition, sent
to me as soon as possible, along with the usual labyrinthine snippets and curios that help fill
the pages...

Jeff Saward e-mail: jeff@labyrinthos.net d website: www.labyrinthos.net

ThedTr oy Towné on the island of St. Agnes,
most southerly of the historic stone labyrinths (originally built ca. 1729), a feature on these
Scily labyrinths is scheduled for Caerdroia #hoto: Jeff Sawardilay 2017
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The Castillo de PetrerLabyrinth Graffito

[

Jeff Saward

Labyrinths scratched in the form of graffiti are widespread and documented throughout the
recorded history of the symbol. Distinct from more formal carvings and inscriptions, the
maj ority might be considered somewhat Ounof
are hidden away in dark corners or on the back walls of public buildings at archaeological
sitesand in temples, churches and cathedralgtc. Their preservation is for the most part
quite fortuitous, for the majority of examples were surely created with no intention that they
would be preserved for posterity. Indeed, the hasty way in which most grisiflabyrinths
were created, with little regard for absolute perfection of line, and occasional errors left
uncorrected, often preserves the idiosyncrasies of construction techniques for individual
labyrinth designs, details that would otherwise be eraséfithe inscription were to be further
developed or carved to greater depth into the underlying matrix. These can provide an
insight into the technique of the (invariably unknown) individual that drew the labyrinth in
question, and also the means by whiclush designs were passed from one person to another,
between nations and continents and across thousands of years.

Just such an example was recently brought to my attention, carved on the wall of a medieval
castle in Southeast Spain. The Castillo de Petresverlooking the small town of Petrer,
approximately 30 kilometres northwest of the popular tourist resort of Alicante, is one of a
series of similar stone castles built during the late ¥2century by the Muslim Caliphs to
guard the passes and valley leading into the hills above the coastal plains of this area of
Murcia. All share common plans of quadrangular towers, often three stories tall above a
basement, surrounded by polygonal crenelatl walls, the whole structure built on a base of
solid bedrock and masonry, filled with rammed earth.

The Castillo de Petrer,
Province of Alicante,
Southeast Spain
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